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Abstract  

Building Technology education is a course of study in technical colleges, colleges of 
education and faculties of education in universities. It is necessary that Building Technology 
education be made more and more entrepreneurial to encourage high wave industrial and 
economic development and also reduce unemployment in the state. This paper identified and 
discussed the concept of technology education, quality education, needs for quality technology 
education, challenges of quality technology education in Yobe State and the way forward. It is 
of the opinion that all hands should be on deck towards making Building Technology 
education more entrepreneurial.   
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 Education is acknowledged as a universal instrument through which ideas and values are 
transmitted for the development of the whole man in relation to the dynamic realities of the society. 
Over the years, suggestions have been made from various quarters to reorient education goals towards 
the socioeconomic needs of the society (Okafor, 2010). Accomplishing this in broad context, may 
entail indigenizing resources in educational programs so that education could be an effective tool in 
solving societal problems.  
 Building Technology is one of the core trades in Technical colleges. Building technology 
offers skills in blocklaying and bricklaying, block and brick moulding reinforcement and casting of 
concrete mixes, aesthetic drafting designs of building; setting out of building, project supervision and 
monitoring, estate management, quantity surveyors and so on. Though technical education has a 
positive influence on the chance that a student could discover new opportunities, but it does not 
necessarily determine whether the student would create new ideas to exploit the discovered 
opportunity, the bottom line is that students should gain quality training so that they would be 
constantly looking for the need to exploit an opportunity and also create better possibilities. Quality in 
building technology education refers to the worth of the input made to access quality education, such 
as teachers, lecturers, instructional facilities and evaluation procedures which translate to the output. 
The students should be taught to use the building knowledge they acquired to exploit the labour 
market rather than waiting for so long for government to employ them. 
 The quality of knowledge which is imparted in institutions of learning is critical to national 
competitiveness. It is only quality education that can sharpen the minds of the individual and help 
transform the society economically, socially and politically. Countries can achieve sustainable 
development (by improving) through practical training in building technology, the skills of their 
human capital from a global perspective being recognized as a primary tool for national development. 
Such building technology educational provision enables the citizens to acquire skills and techniques 
which are ploughed into human productivity, creativity, competence, initiative, innovation and 
inventiveness (Ehiametalor, 1988). 
 
Concept of Technology Education 
 Technology education popularly referred to as vocational and technical education has been 
identified as a vital form of education. Ozukwu (2000) observed that technology education is 
education for useful employment. It is highly utilitarian in contest and scope. It prepares an individual 
to perform well in his/her chosen occupation. According to Ozukwu, when an individual has chosen 
an occupation, appropriate training is needed to enable the individual advance in the chosen career or 
occupation. Federal Republic of Nigeria (FRN) (2008) stipulates the concept of technology education 
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as that aspect of education which leads to the acquisition of practical and applied skills as well as 
basic scientific knowledge. Technology education according to NPE includes Business education, 
technical education (woodwork, metalwork, auto-mechanics, building, electrical and electronics), 
agricultural education, home economic education, fine and applied arts education, music education 
and others. These subjects offer varied skills which equip the student with an insight into the world of 
work, providing him with opportunities and abilities to make more rational choice for future career.  
 Technology education programme is so designed to incorporate practical and theoretical 
knowledgeand applied science for the purpose of production and distribution of goods and services. 
The curriculum for each trade shall consist of five components: (a) general education (b) theory and 
related courses (c) workshop practice (d) industrial training production work(e) small business 
management and entrepreneurial training (FRN, 2008:p25). The purpose therefore is to help the 
student acquire the ability to float and run a technologically based business on graduation. Hence, 
technology education is education for work.Everybody that participates in it stands to profit by it. 
Hence, Uzoka (2005) asserted that technology education is for those who can profit by it because they 
hope to sell the skills acquired through occupations and making a living. In technology education, the 
teacher exposes learners to learning in job related situation using functional models in an environment 
that depicts real work situation. As the student does this, he gets immediate profit and earnings from 
his products.  
 The concept of technology education is such that the acquired experiences will culminate into 
useful work. It is therefore not a mere theoretical framework but it is based on functional knowledge 
and experiences which lead to models that are applicable to real work situations (Uzoka, 2005).  
 The goal of technology education is that the individual will end up well informed, productive, 
useful and self-reliant. Hence, the FRN (2008) outlined the aims of technology education as: 
(a) Provide trained manpower in the applied sciences, technology and commerce. 
(b) Provide the technical knowledge and vocational skills necessary for agricultural, commercial 
and economic development.  
(c) Give training and impart the necessary skills to individuals who shall be self-reliant 
economically (p.24-25). 
 
Quality Education  
 Quality education is that education that is relevant to the needs of the society (Ndioma, 1989). 
He argued that such needs must meet the standards in health, growth and physical survival in a 
complex and globalized world. It implies that it is education that is worthwhile and which empowers 
the recipients with relevant skills, knowledge, ideas, values and attitudes needed for them to make 
informed decisions and live a self-sustaining life. Majasan (1998) maintained that quality education is 
value-loaded, arguing that quality education should produce disciplined behavior, hard work, 
improved cultural heritage and mutual respect within and outside the school community. If a society 
expects quality manpower for rapid development and transformation, quality education is the answer 
(Majasan, 1998). It is hoped that quality education would address critical issues like the dignity of 
labour, quality leadership and committed citizenship, industrial harmony, political stability, religious 
tolerance, self-reliance and security. Quality education entails that the products of any institution 
should be able to perform according to expected standard and compete favorably with their peers in 
other countries of the world. Quality education is the education that produces a complete person. 
Complete in the sense that the person is intellectually, morally, physically, emotionally and socially 
developed. Hence Adepoju (2007) argued that education without quality can even be more dangerous 
than no education, stressing that without quality, education has no value.  
 
Needs for Quality Technology Education  
 Technology education is a potent instrument for socio-economic development of any nation. 
Technology education will set a development agenda for Yobe State in the following ways: 
1. To provide the needed employable skills and attitude necessary for effective performance in 
the workplace.  
2. To empower learners through the development of their skills, human abilities, cognitive 
understanding, attitude and work habits in order to prepare them adequately for the world of work or 
position them practically for self-employment.  
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3. To be the initiators, facilitators and implementers of technological development of a nation by 
adequately training its citizenry on the need to be technologically literate, leading to self-reliance and 
sustainability.  
4. To equip individuals with skills, attitude and knowledge that will make them participate 
meaningfully in the world of work.  
Good quality technology education is very critical in the total development of the student which 
ensures proper Acquisition of employable skills with an orientation channeled towards the world of 
work. For quality technical education to be achieved in Yobe State, the principal actors in the learning 
process – teachers, learners and the environment must be cooperatively organized. In other words, the 
teacher must be adequate in quality and quantity. The students must be well trained and facilities must 
be provided as well and quantitative technology education is the bedrock of manpower development 
and skills acquisition in our society. 
 
Challenges of Quality Technology Education in Yobe State 
Some of the challenges of quality technology education in Yobe State are: 
1. Inadequate supply of electricity in the state is another factor that can affect the teaching of 
Building technology by using computer tools in the rural area of the state.  
2. Inadequate facilities: Inadequate workshop equipment and well-equipped science laboratories 
in most schools in Yobe state is inimical to the development of technology education in the state. 
Similarly, Yaduma (2013) noted that there is inadequate and poor state of classroom, drawing room, 
drawing table/board, offices, laboratories, workshops, sports, hostels, and libraries. The provision of 
the relevant educational facilities and equipment is vital in the provision of quality educational 
services to all students in the schools. However, the poor state of facilities and equipment has been a 
major challenge to academic quality assurance.  
3. Inadequate funding: though education “is an expensive social service that requires adequate 
financial provision from all tiers of government for successful implementation of the educational 
programmes”. This declaration is yet to be fully practiced. Yobe state needs to seek support from 
federal government in order to equip the schools and improve the standard of education in the state. 
4. Social instability: political instability occasioned by terrorist activities across the globe is also 
a threat to peace and progress which technology education is meant to serve.  
5. Power supply: epileptic supply of electricity in Yobe state constitutes a great challenge to 
technological development efforts. Hence, the economic backwardness.  
6. Integration of ICT: teachers’ inability to integrate information and communication technology 
in teaching and learning does not prepare ground for effort at globalizing technology education in 
Nigeria. 
 
Conclusion  
 Access to quality technology education has become the only alternative possibility for the 
provision of functional and relevant education for all in this era of world economic order. Therefore, 
attempt by any country not to align its education with global demands is tantamount to socio-
economic backwardness in the 21st century and beyond. Nigeria as a developing country needs global 
partnership in technology to develop her economy in terms of human resources, food security, 
creation of job opportunities, advancement in infrastructure development and social stability.  
 
Recommendation  
To realize the above in Nigeria and indeed Yobe State in particular, the following suggestions were 
made: 
1. Government should make provision for the development of rural areas through the provision 
of infrastructure such as good road network, effective transportation system and electricity to attract 
investors and allow the linkages of the rural dwellers with the western world.  
2. Modern equipment and facilities such as computer, modern laboratories, virtual library and 
workshops should be provided to facilitate effective teaching and learning of technology education. 
This is the only way the building technology education students can become self-employed after 
studies. 

Needs for Quality Building Technology Education in Yobe State 
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3. Education sector should be well funded. Therefore, the Yobe state government should comply 
with 26% budget allocation to education since it is the backbone of national development.  
4. Government should create job opportunities for the Yobe stateyouths to engage them 
positively to dissuade their mind from perpetrating acts capable of truncating peace and progress in 
the country.  
5. There is need for a periodic in-house workshop or seminar for teachers in the various 
institutions in Yobe State to update their knowledge on various methodologies and instructional 
resources to enhance human development objectives in the nation.  
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